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rule, but with their minds in England rather than
in India.* With every wish to do their work
thoroughly, to improve those for whom they are
responsible, they soon find that they form part of an
inexorable machine which grinds minutes, reports,
and judgments out of them to such an extent that
they have no time for friendly intercourse with the
natives.

Here are some of the duties which fall upon a
district officer, that district officer who is called by
Dr. Hunter the real ruler of India. He is

Collector of the land revenue.
Registrar of the landed property in the district.
Judge between landlord and tenant.
Ministerial officer of the courts of justice.
Treasurer and accountant of the district.
Administrator of the district excise.
Ex-officio president of the local rates committee.
Referee for all questions of compensation for

lands taken up for public purposes.
Agent for the Government in all local suits to

which it is a party.
Referee in local public works.

* The late James Geddes was a notable instance of a man who
may be said to have sacrificed his career and even his life to the
welfare of the people he went out to rule. He preferred to state
what he believed to be the truth rather than to attain to the
highest offices by falling in with the prevailing opinion. A Bengal
civilian of the first capacity, he ventured to doubt the beneficence
of the system he was called upon to administer. He died a few
months ago at the early age of forty, broken down by overwork
and disappointment. Though his views may have been exagge-
rated and his suggestions not very practicable, no nobler character
ever honoured the Indian services by participating in their work.